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SEPTEMBER 2026 

Upcoming Events 
 

**Board of Directors Meeting** 
Tuesday, September 8th @ 6:30 PM 

 
 

**Fall Members’ Meeting** 
Tuesday, September 15th @ 7:00 PM 

 
**G.A.I.N.  Event** 

Saturday, October 17th 8:00 – 10:00 AM 
 
 

Official Publication of Northtown Homeowners’ Association, Inc.  

A 55+ Adult Community 

 

2202 E. Waltann Lane, Phoenix, Arizona 85022 Phone: 602-612-4434      

E-mail: ntoffice@northtown85022.net  Website:  www.Northtown85022.org 
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Contacts:  If you need assistance with any issue regarding Northtown, our Property Manager, 
Sharla Cook, 602-277- 4418, or email sharla@osselaer.com, is available to assist you. Be sure to 
state the nature of your concern in the subject line of your email. 
 
Board Members 

Sheila Ruling, President (2027)* 602-494-9979 
Jeannie King, Vice President (2026)* and Clubhouse Manager 763-244-0410 
Open Seat, Secretary  (2028)*  
Linda Barvitz, Secretary (2028)*/Treasurer (2027)* 623-466-2842 
Emmy Morales, Architectural Control/Compliance (2026)* 602-882-1191 
Frank Vance, Roads and Grounds (2026)* 602-460-4702 
Open Seat, Facilities Director (2028)*  

*  Denotes Term end. 
 

Special Committees: 
Dennis Franks, Arch. Control/Compliance Assistant   623-322-6348 
Doug Snyder – Roads & Grounds Assistant     602-923-9892 
Dave Filipiak - Roads & Grounds Assistant    414-758-7909 
Sue Milewski – Roads & Grounds Assistant    602-315-5536 
Jay Berger – Pool Manager      480-454-9819 
Open – Community Activities Coordinator        

Additional Contacts: 
Sharla Cook, Property Manager, Osselaer    602-277-4418 
Tom Ruffino, Street Lighting      602-614-1902  

  

www.northtown85022.org 
 

Office Email:  ntoffice@northtown85022.net           Newsletter Email:ntnews@northtown85022.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Newsletter Information:  To submit information for publication in this newsletter, please send information to: 
ntnews@northtown85022.net.  Information must be submitted each month if you have a recurring item.  
Submissions must be in Word or similar format and must be received by the 20th of each month.  If you do 
not have email, please call Naomi at 602-971-6779. 
 

If you would like to place an advertisement in the newsletter, please call Naomi at 602-971-6779 or email 
naomi.mccarthy@cox.net.  Resident business cards are at no cost.  Full page, ½ page and business card rates 
are published in the advertising section of this newsletter. 
 

Newsletter Staff: 
Editors: Beverly Bernal, Stephanie Shink, Naomi McCarthy 
Publishers: Stephanie Shink and Carolyn Dearing 

Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire, Medical Emergency 911 
Crime Stop    262-6151 
Animal Control   506-7387 
Poison Control   253-3334 
Power Outage:  APS  371-7171 

*2026 HOA Assessment Amounts: 
 

Annual    $663.84 
Semi Annual    $331.92 
Quarterly    $165.96 
Monthly    $  55.32 
 

*Update banking with new amounts 

Remember… all HOA dues are to be mailed to Osselaer, PO Box 52506, Phoenix, 
AZ 85072-2504.  If you have questions about your account, please call them at 602-
277-4418.  You will receive a statement with a tear-off coupon. 
 
 
Osselaer’s address is:    PO Box 61475, Phoenix, AZ  85082 

http://www.northtown85022.org/
mailto:ntoffice@northtown85022.net
mailto:ntnews@northtown85022.net
mailto:ntnews@northtown85022.net
mailto:naomi.mccarthy@cox.net
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President:  Sheila Ruling 
Welcome new Homeowners and Tenants. I hope to see you at our meetings. Be sure to check out our 
webpage for all the Community Documents including Rules and Policies.  Contact any board member 
for clarification or general information. 
 

On a serious note, Northtown has suffered a tragic loss. Dave Peterson, a resident was found deceased 
during a police welfare check, and his pets were taken to the emergency vet due to days of no food or 
water.  As the welfare check tragedy was occurring our secretary checked his lot file but there was no 
Emergency Contact form.  We searched Facebook and other online sources for someone to call about 
his pets.  Dave loved his dogs and was well known to the Northtown dog walkers and many other 
residents.  
 

Because of the August heat quick very early morning walks have replaced the casual strolls when 
residents usually stop and chat so we don’t notice when someone isn’t out and about. We hibernate in 
the summer.  We need to make an effort to have frequent contact with one another, to check on next 
door neighbors, to notice when trash cans aren’t put out or brought in, to notice when quiet pets become 
noisy for long periods of time.  
 

We need to have the Emergency Contact form in our office lot files.  If for some reason you do not want 
that information in the office at least put it on your refrigerator door for emergency crews to use.  The 
forms are on the table in the Clubhouse, our webpage, and included in this newsletter. Please include 
information for any pets you may have, including veterinary information. Our condolences to Dave’s 
family and friends and his pups. 
 
Goodbye to our dear friends, Bob and Dixie Carver, who moved to California to be near family. 
 

 
 
Vice President and Clubhouse Manager:  Jeannie King 
Greetings Good Neighbors! 
 

I have taken over management of the Clubhouse.  Thank you for your patience as I learn this job.  Barry 
Schusterman and I power washed in the back to lower the amount of bird feces laying around.  I 
installed pigeon spikes to prevent them from hanging around on the tops of the columns.  
  
I updated our Clubhouse Use policy and procedure to more clearly explain our expectations and to 
avoid some of the problems we have had during the past year.  This will have a final Board review at 
the next Board meeting. 
 

I have been working to get the final ballots and signature pages completed for the two new CC&R 
measures.  For all of those that have voted, Thank You!!!  For anyone that has not yet voted, contact 
Jean Shelton to make an appointment to vote and have the signature pages signed and notarized.  I 
have contacted many people for which we need a ballot submitted and will continue to do so.  We are 
very close!! 
 

Thank you to all my good Northtown neighbors for making this a good community!! 
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Secretary/Treasurer:  Linda Barvitz 
 

Secretary 
Welcome to new Homeowners: Kimberley Emery, Ereka and William Verley, and Reinero and Maria 
Guzman. We have 6 homes in the sale process. 
 
We are currently 3 votes short on the Age Restriction CC&R Amendment. 
 

I would like to thank the Census committee for the excellent job of completing the federally required 
Census in order to keep our 55+ status. 
 

A big thank you to Judy Enman who reformatted and updated our Emergency Contact form. She 
included space for two contacts and a space for pet information. I filled out the old form years ago, and 
my contacts no longer had landlines.  
 
 

Treasurer 
 

* Denotes $115,000.00 taken from the Road Reserves for the paving project on Waltann Lane. 
 

At the August Board of Directors meeting the Board approved the Adjusted 2026 Budget. Copies of the 
Budget and Financials are on the table as you enter the Clubhouse. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you at our Fall Members’ Meeting, September 15th, at 7:00 PM.   
 

 
Roads and Grounds:  Frank Vance 
September greetings from Roads and Grounds 
 

It has been said that our world is run by people who will show up.  We are blessed with a group of about 
a dozen such people who agreed to show up and help us to figure out the best placements for our 
crossing ramps.  By the time you are reading this, we should have some consensus regarding ramp 
locations that will be of the most benefit to the most people in our community. 
 

Once our Board approves the presented recommendations, we will select a contractor for the ramp 
construction.  It is still our objective to have all of the work completed by December. 
 

Please make plans to attend our next member meeting on September 15th for a detailed update on our 
progress. 

 
 
 

Balance Sheet Operating 
Cash/Operating 
 

Balance Sheet Reserves 
Cash/Operating 

SunWest Operating 5846          $127,294.93 
SunWest Operating MMA-9799    66,535.34 
SunWest-ICS Operating-9752      42,282.64 
Petty Cash                                         192.34 
 

Total Cash/Operating             $236,305.25 
 
 
 
 

SunWest- Road Reserve 6850      $    9,054.81* 
SunWest-ICS Reserve-9760             39,093.32* 
Alerus Cd 0168 M.D.  10/16/26         39,394.91 
Alerus Cd 0417 M.D   1/23/27           37,480.54 
Alerus Cd 0825 M.D.  5/16/27           25,010.65 
Alerus Cd 1104 M.D. 7/30/27            41,459.11 
 

Total Cash/Operating                   $191,493.34 
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CC&R Update: 
We are only 3 votes short on the Age Restriction CC&R, and 46 votes short on the Future Rentals 
Restriction CC&R. The deadline to vote is the Fall Members’ Meeting on September 15th.  If you have 
not voted on these CC&Rs, please contact Naomi at 602-971-6779 or Jean Shelton at 602-930-1545 
to notarize the necessary forms. 

 
 
CENSUS UPDATE: 
Thank you to committee members: Beverly Bernal, Jean Shelton, and Nora Curtin. The Census 
results are: 
 

 Age Compliance confirmed from 2024 Census  228 
 Completed new forms received      46 
 Incomplete (no response/information)       7 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
FALL MEMBERS’ MEETING 

Northtown Homeowners’ Association Inc. 
2202 E Waltann Lane, Phoenix, AZ  85022 

 
The Fall Members’ Meeting will be held at the above address (Community Clubhouse) 
on Tuesday, September 15, 2026 at 7:00PM. 
 

Any Lot Owner may place an item for discussion on the agenda by submitting written 
notice to the Secretary of the Association no less than fifteen (15) days (September 1st) 
prior to the meeting of September 15, 2026. 
 

Ample time will be allowed for questions and discussion.  You may bring up any subject 
for discussion. 
 
 

Refreshments will be provided. 
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COMMUNITY INTERESTS: 
(This section of the Newsletter relates to Resident Organizations / Clubs / General information and is not 

“Official Association Business.) 

 

 NORTHTOWN COMMUNITY BLOCKWATCH/PNP: Nora Curtin 602-689-9696 

Hello, Neighbors, 
 

With some luck the temperatures will be moderating, and the cooler weather will be here soon.  

And with cooler weather comes the desire to open those windows and doors.  Please be sure to 

close and lock them as night falls and you retire for the evening.  
 

If it is September, there must be a Members’ Meeting….Yes, there is one on September 15th, 

7:00 pm.   Come by the Clubhouse, meet some of your neighbors and find out what is happening in 

your community.  Look forward to seeing you there.  
 

Do you have a First Aid Kit in your home or car?  If not, PNP has been given a supply of kits from 

the Black Mountain Police Precinct.  Just let me know if you need one, and I will be happy to bring 

it by your house — until the supply lasts. 
 

“Save the Date” — Saturday, October 17th, PNP will be hosting the Northtown G.A.I.N. Event.  

We are planning a Buffet Breakfast from 8 am - 10:00 am.  More details will be in the October 

newsletter.   But mark your calendars now — G.A.I.N. Sat, Oct 17th 8 am - 10:00 am at the 

Clubhouse. 
 

Stay safe and remember to lock your doors and windows, as well as your car!!! 

 

 

 KOFFEE KLATCH:  Jean Shelton, President 602-930-1545 
 

It’s still HOT so…..Koffee Klatch will be meeting at noon September 3rd in the Clubhouse, and it 

will be our ONLY September meeting. We will resume weekly meetings in October. 
 

We will celebrate the September birthday on September 3rd and a dessert will be provided. No 

luncheon is planned so if you would like to bring something to share, it is always appreciated. 
 

September 7th is Labor Day. May you have a restful Labor Day holiday! 
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 “Friends of Northtown” has a “Community Service” program where several members 

come to Northtown the first Saturday of every month to help neighbors in need with yardwork 

and some household chores. Call Liz McNamara at: 602-971-3893 MID-MONTH, and she will 

see that your name gets on the list for the next first Saturday.  They can only help 4-5 

homeowners each visit, depending on the jobs, so First Come-First Served.  It is also important 

to note that you will need to be at home when they arrive. 

 
 

DO YOU NEED HELP?? 
 

Organizations that may be able to help you. 
 

• Duet: Transportation to medical appointments and grocery shopping, friendly visits and 

phone calls, technology assistance, and minor home repairs.   602-274-5022 
 

• Dial-A-Ride: Complements the existing transit system by providing transportation to people 
 

• Maricopa Senior & Disabled Hot Line:  Provides information and referrals to a wide range of 

community resources, including those specifically for seniors and disabled individuals.  602-264-4357 
 

• Mom’s Pantry, 13440 N Cave Creek Road:  A community food bank dedicated to the mission of 

ensuring that no man, woman, or child goes hungry.  602-992-0083 
 

• St. Mary’s Food Bank: The largest hunger relief organization in AZ.  602-242-FOOD (3663) 
 

• Meals on Wheels:  a program that provides home-delivered meals to homebound individuals, 

primarily seniors aged 60 and older, and disabled adults. 602-264-4357 
 

• Hospice of the Valley:  Supportive Care for Dementia.  602-636-6363 

 

 

  
 

Condolences to the family and friends of Northtown resident, Dave Peterson. A Memorial and 

Celebration of Life will be held at 7:00 PM on September 4th at 2518 W Canyon Road, Phoenix, 

AZ 85086. 

 

Condolences to the family and friends on the passing of long-time Northtown resident, Tom Neu. 

Rest in Peace, Tom. 

 

 

 



NORTHTOWN NEWS  SEPTEMBER, 2026 

 
9 

 

 

 

 

 Northtown Bible Study, first and third Tuesday of every month will be held in the 

Clubhouse Library 1:00 – 2:00 PM.  Pastor Rick, from Jesus Church, leads the study.  All are 

welcome to this non-denominational Bible Study.  Mark your calendars!   

 

 Northtown Crafters!  Join us every Wednesday in the Clubhouse main room from 9AM 

– 11:00 AM.  Bring your own projects to work on.  If you have questions or need more information, 

call Aruna at 602-616-0104. 

 
NEIGHBOR 

  Due to the heat, Happy Hour will not start up until Thursday, October 22nd at a new 

time, 6:00 PM.  We are looking for a new name for our get-together.  One thought is “Snacks and 

Sips Social Hour”.  If you have any ideas please submit them to Jeannie King. 

 

Calling all game players!!  We need more players for cribbage and poker.  

Come join in the fun!  See the calendar for times. 

 

   
Are there any phillumenists (Matchbook collectors) in Northtown? I have a decent 

collection that I would like to get rid of.   
 

Does anyone still have a VCR machine? I also have some VCR’s that I would like to give 

away.  
 

Please call me at 602-738-0844 if you are interested (leave a voicemail if I don’t 

answer). 
 

Simone Boutros 

2210 E. Gretta Place 

NORTHTOWN EVENTS 
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      New, Silver Sport 2 16" X 16" Wheelchair 

                                                    Seat to 250 LBS.  $179 new, asking $100. 

 NEW Moda Black/Patent Shoes, size 9.  Free to any Northtown resident.   
 

   Bathtub Safety Rail $20 ($45 on Amazon).   

 

Barry Shusterman, Lot 103,  

480-228-6322 

 

 

 
 

“Life begins at 40 – but so do fallen arches, rheumatism, faulty eyesight, and 

the tendency to tell a story to the same person, three or four times.” – Helen 

Rowland, columnist/humorist for the New York World 
 

“Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you don’t mind it doesn’t matter.” – 

Mark Twain 
 

“When I die, I want to die like my grandfather who died peacefully in his sleep. 

Not screaming like all the passengers in his car.” – Will Rogers 
 

“When I was a boy, the Dead Sea was only sick.” – George Burns 
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 RECIPE OF THE MONTH:  Do you have a favorite recipe to share?  Please 

send it to ntnews@northtown85022.net. 
 

“Quick Microwave Caramels” 
(Internet – 12 Tomatoes) 

1 cup sweetened condensed milk 

1 cup granulated sugar 

1 cup light corn syrup 

 

 

½ cup unsalted butter 

1 cup brown sugar 

Pinch of salt 

1. Grease an 8x8-inch dish with butter, then set aside. 
 

2. In a large microwave-safe bowl, add all ingredients and stir to combine. 
 

3. Heat in microwave for 5-7 minutes, stirring every minute & a half.  When approaching the last 

    couple minutes, use candy thermometer to monitor temperature, when it reaches 250, it’s done. 
 

4. Pour caramel into the prepared dish and allow it to fully cool to room temperature. 
 

5. Once cooled, use a greased knife to cut into bite-sized portions. 

 
 

 

Joke(s) of the Month   
 

My uncle has two Dobermans named Rolex and Timex – watch dogs! 
 

I went to the toy store and asked the assistant where the Schwarzenegger dolls are, and he 

replied, “Aisle B, back”. 
 

What did the surgeon say to the patient who insisted on closing up their own incision? Suture self. 
 

I’ve started telling everyone about the benefits of eating dried grapes. It’s all about raisin 

awareness. 
 

 

 To all those with broken bones and injuries and those with wheezes 

and sneezes . .  Get Well Soon, We Miss You! 
 

 

  Happy Birthday to all those born in September!  

mailto:ntnews@northtown85022.net
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Northtown Organizations and Clubs 
 

Northtown has several organizations and clubs open to all residents that operate within the boundaries 

of Northtown but are not an official part of Northtown Homeowners’ Association.  They are as follows: 

 

 

KOFFEE KLATCH 

Meetings are held Thursdays in the Northtown Clubhouse.  Check the Newsletter calendar and Koffee 

Klatch article each month for dates and times.  This group is open to all women in the Northtown 

community.  We share our life experiences and are always looking for ways to improve ourselves and our 

neighborhood.  We collect non-perishable food items for St. Vincent DePaul Society.  During the holidays, 

we contribute to various charities.  We host guest speakers, and frequently, Black Mountain Police Precinct 

officers visit to keep us informed on ways to keep our community safe.  The first Thursday of each month, 

we celebrate Birthdays for that month.  Meetings are Brown Bag (bring your own lunch).  Dues are $ 1.00 

per meeting.   

 

 

NORTHTOWN COMMUNITY BLOCKWATCH/Phoenix Neighborhood Patrol (PNP)  
This group is registered with the Phoenix Neighborhood Services Department – ID# 1323.  Block 

Watch/PNP members patrol Northtown to be the “eyes and ears” for the Black Mountain Police Precinct.  

This group started in 2001 and has continued patrolling, applying for grants to buy safety and security 

items such as motion detector lights, dusk to dawn lights, and more.  These are yours for the asking when 

available.  For more information or to be trained to become a PNP member, please contact Nora Curtin at 

602-689-9696, or email nkcurtinaz@hotmail.com. 

 

 

CARDS AND GAMES: 
Several different groups have regular cribbage, poker (nickel, dime, and quarter), Pokeno (pennies/nickels) 

& LRC (quarters) games.  See the calendar on the back of the newsletter or on the bulletin board in the 

Clubhouse (near the kitchen). 

 
 

 

       

mailto:nkcurtinaz@hotmail.com

